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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO OMB-01 TRSE-00 SS-15 NSC-05 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 
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INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 

UNCLAS EDINBURGH 025 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, UK 

SUBJECT: VALENTINE S DAY DEVOLUTION LOVE FEAST ON BBC SCOTLAND 

1 . ON FEBRUARY 14, FORMER SHADOW SECRETARY OF STATE FOR SCOTLAND, 
ALICK BUCHANAN-SMITH, AND LIBERAL LEADER, DAVID STEEL, WERE 
INTERVIEWED TOGETHER ON PUBLIC ACCOUNT, A WEEKLY BBC FEATURE 
DEALING WITH SCOTTISH POLITICS. 

2. BUCHANAN-SMITH AND STEEL INDICATED THAT THEY WOULD NOT SUPPORT 
THE GUILLOTINE MOTION ON THE DEVOLUTION BILL AND WERE ALSO 
EXTREMELY CRITICAL OF THE WAY THE BILL IS BEING HANDLED BY 
MICHAEL FOOT AND THE GOVERNMENT. BUCHANAN-SMITH MADE THE POINT 
THAT THE ATMOSPHERE OF GOOD WILL, WHICH HAD ALLOWED THE DEVOLUTION 
B U T. TO PASS ITS SECOND READING BY A LARGE MARGIN, HAD NOW 
EVAPORATED. CHANCES FOR THE GUILLOTINE WERE ASSESSED AT ABOUT 
50/50, AND, IF IT PASSED AT ALL, IT WOULD DO SO BY ONLY 2 OR 3 

VOTES. HOWEVER, BOTH INDICATED THAT IF THE BILL FAILED, THEY 
WOULD BE RECEPTIVE TO FURTHER CONSULTATIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT 
AND DID NOT RULE OUT A FUTURE GUILLONTINE, SO FAILURE OF THIS 
GUILLOTINE MIGHT NOT BE THE END OF DEVOLUTION BILL IN THIS SESSION. 

3. STEEL AND BUCHANAN-SMITH WERE HIGHLY CRITICAL OF THE SNP 
ROLE, POINTING OUT THAT AS THEIR GOAL WAS INDEPENDENCE, IT WAS 
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IN THEIR INTEREST TO HAVE THE WORST DEVOLUTION BILL POSSIBLE. 
BUCHANAN-SMITH WAS PARTICULARLY ELOQUENT IN EXPRESSING HIS 
DESIRE FOR A "GOOD" DEVOLUTION BILL, AND BOTH MEN AVOWED THAT 
THEIR STRONG COMMITMENT TO DEVOLUTION WAS UNCHANGED. 

4. THE ATMOSPHERE WAS INDEED APPROPRIATE TO THE DATE AND AN 
UNINITIATED OBSERVER MIGHT HAVE THOUGHT THAT STEEL AND BUCHANAN- 
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SMITH WERE MEMBERS OF THE SAME PARTY.DOBBS 
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